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Risk Management & Compliance Department

Chemical Spills 

Response to chemical spills must be thorough and prompt to prevent further injury or contamination.  Depending on the hazardous nature of the chemical that is spilled, 

General guidelines:

1. Evacuate the laboratory. The decision to evacuate is a judgment call based on the properties and hazards of the spilled chemical. If toxic or noxious gases or vapors result from the spill, evacuation should follow. Open windows if possible, shut, lock and tape around door gaps on exterior/hallway side.

2.  Immediately contact your campus administration.

Who will contact

Maintenance HVAC will immediately shut off air handlers to prevent the spread of toxic vapors. If vapors are contained within the laboratory, fume hoods and or exhaust fans should be allowed to remove the vapors. If flammable gases or vapors result from the spill, turn off all sources of ignition in the laboratory, if it is safe to do so. 
Maintenance HVAC can be reached at 512-464-8340.
 Campus administration will then contact  
Risk Management & Compliance at 512-464-5454 (o) 512-468-0574(cell) 
and/or Environmental Supervisor at 512-464-5952 (o) 512-945-2274 (cell)
3.  They will advise or assist in the containment, neutralization, and cleanup of the spilled chemical. Do not attempt to clean the spill without proper spill-control supplies or equipment.

4. Always attend to injured people before attending to the spill. Skin areas splashed by chemicals should be rinsed with water for at least 15 minutes in a sink, emergency shower or eyewash as appropriate. After thorough rinsing, seek medical help. Be sure to have the identity and other information—preferably the SDS—about the chemical available for the medical help. Try to contain the spill to keep it from spreading.
5. Please notify areas/classrooms near the spill area, if the spill or release is likely to affect other areas/classrooms.
 Emergency equipment 

Laboratory emergency equipment includes emergency showers, eyewashes and fire extinguishers. Staff in laboratories that do not have their own emergency shower, eyewash station, or fire extinguisher should know where the closest one is located.

 1. An emergency shower can be used to suppress a fire or, more commonly, to decontaminate someone who has been exposed to chemicals.

a. Remove clothing, jewelry and shoes while standing under the shower. These items trap chemicals against the skin and will increase the damage if not removed. 

b. Remain under the shower for at least 15 minutes to ensure adequate flushing of exposed areas.

c. Seek medical attention. 

d. If the shower does not have a drain, promptly clean up the water to prevent slip hazards.

 e. Always keep the area under an emergency shower unobstructed. 

2. Eyewashes 

a. If chemicals are splashed into your eyes, hold your top and bottom eyelids open and flush with water continuously for at least 15 minutes. Move the eye up and down and sideways to wash thoroughly behind the eyeball where chemicals could be trapped.

b. Seek medical attention. 

c. Always flush your eyes immediately if chemicals are splashed into them. Even a delay of a few seconds could cause permanent damage. 

d. To ensure a clean supply of water in the eyewash, operate it weekly to flush out any impurities. 

Again, depending on the hazardous nature of the chemical that is spilled, 

And after immediate initial reporting to your campus Administration Office …

Your Campus Administration Office, will contact 

Maintenance HVAC – 512-464-8340 after hours 512-464-4444 or 911

Onsite Maintenance Personnel (if High School) for assistance

Director of Rick Management & Compliance 512-464-5454 (o)
 512-468-0574(cell)

 and/or Environmental Supervisor at 512-464-5952 (o) 512-945-2274 (cell)

who will contact the appropriate Administrative Personnel 
